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the dip liquids. Move the dipped animals briskly for a few minutes so they will shake off any excess moisture. Animals may sometimes poison themselves by licking the hair of others that have been dipped in any of the arsenical dips. This is usually caused by overcrowding the dipped animals in a small inclosure. This applies to sheep especially. Do not use arsenic as a drug unless the dose is fully understood.
Phosphorus poisoning
While phosphorus poisoning is not common in cattle, it could easily occur and pass unrecognized. The kind of phosphorus usually termed "ordinary" is yellow in color. This form is used extensively in the preparation of rat and mice pastes and in the manufacture of matches. Red phosphorus is not considered poisonous. The poisonous dose of yellow phosphorus for cattle is from 5 to 30 grains.
Poisoning from phosphorus is indicated by loss of appe-. tite, colicy pains, diarrhea, and sometimes paralysis of the throat. The course of phosphorus poisoning is very rapid. If a large amount of phosphorus is consumed, the odor may be detected on the breath of the animal. Phosphorus has an odor resembling garlic. Vomiting occurs in other animals except ruminants. In the dark the breath and manure may glow in ghostly fashion.
In treating do not give oils or milk. First give the sick animal a big dose of Epsom salts, 1% pound dissolved in water. Turpentine is then administered, mixed with a tea made from flax seeds. The dose of turpentine is from 2 to 4 ounces; give as a single dose mixed with the tea.
Other mineral poisons
Some other minerals and acids may cause poisoning under unusual circumstances. A few will be mentioned here as possibilities. Carbolic acid or phenol and certain of its compounds, such as creosote, cresol, and cresylic acid, have been known to poison cattle. It is becoming increasingly com-